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Session agenda



Delegates will:
• understand the Assessment Objectives for the 

qualification.

• understand the question types for the qualification

• understand the mark schemes for the qualification

• practise using the mark schemes using exemplar 
student work

• learn about the support provided by Pearson around 
assessment and exemplars.

Aims and objectives



Polls to get to know 
the delegates



Session 1: 
Grading and content



9-1 grading scale 



Introduction to the content

Section A requires students to understand and interpret 
two unseen texts, show understanding of how writers 
use language and compare the two texts.

Section B requires students to use both reading and 
writing abilities to produce a piece of directed writing 
based on the texts they have read.

Section C allows students to develop their own writing 
either creatively or imaginatively or to produce a 
coherent argument.



Session 2: 
Assessment 

and marking 
Section A



Introduction to the Specification

Content
Develop skills to analyse a range 
of  literary fiction and non-fiction 
texts.
Develop skills of imaginative and 
transactional writing for a variety 
of purposes and audiences.
Develop speaking and listening 
skills.*

Assessment Objectives / 
Skills Tested

Three  Reading Assessment 
Objectives covering 
understanding of texts, critical 
analysis and comparison.

Two Writing Assessment 
Objectives covering content and 
structure and accuracy.

One Spoken Language 
Assessment Objective.*

Structure of 
Assessment

One three-hour written examination 
paper: no set or pre-release texts; 
unseen source material issued in 
examination.
Divided into three sections: A 
(40%), B (30%) and C (30%).
Spoken Language endorsement 
(optional).

9



Assessment summary

• Section A – Questions are related to two previously unseen extracts. 
Assesses students’ understanding of, and response to, stimulus material 
(40 marks).

• Section B – ONE 30-mark directed writing task, based on the ideas 
presented in the source texts involving a given audience, form or purpose. 
Assesses students’ ability to write according to guidelines, in response to 
stimulus material.

• Section C – ONE 30-mark writing task, from a choice of three (discursive, 
narrative, and descriptive).

The total number of marks available is 100.

The assessment duration is 3 hours.



Assessment objectives: reading

% in International 
GCSE Specification B

Reading AO1 Read and understand a 
variety of texts, 
selecting and 
interpreting information, 
ideas and perspectives.

15

AO2 Understand and 
analyse how writers use 
linguistic and structural 
devices to achieve their 
effects.

20

AO3 Explore links and 
connections between 
writers’ ideas and 
perspectives, as well as 
how these are 
conveyed

15



Assessment objectives: writing

% in International 
GCSE Specification B

Writing AO4 Communicate 
effectively and 
imaginatively, adapting 
form, tone and register 
of writing for specific 
purposes and 
audiences.

32

AO5 Write clearly, using a 
range of vocabulary 
and sentence 
structures, with 
appropriate 
paragraphing and 
accurate spelling, 
grammar and 
punctuation.

18



Questions in section A will test 
the following AOs

section question AO

A 1.2. 4. 5 AO1

A 3, 6 AO2

A 7 AO3



Section A

• The first two questions on each text are simple retrieval 
questions focusing on AO1, similar to the short questions in 
the existing specification. 

• The third question on each text focuses on AO2 and requires 
students to give a more detailed response, exploring how the 
writer uses linguistic and structural devices to achieve 
effects. 

• Question 7 will require students to compare the two texts 
(AO3). This will allow students to make relevant and cogent 
connections and contrasts of the ways that the writers 
present their ideas and perspectives. 



AO1

Questions 1&2
Questions 4&5



Comments from the examiner 2019:

• These are straightforward questions on Text One 
(Q1& Q2) and Text Two (Q4& Q5)  which do not 
require candidates to use their own words.

• The majority of candidates correctly chose the correct 
word or phrase for each question.

• Common errors for these questions were that some 
candidates used references from outside the lines.

• Some candidates did not read the questions carefully 
enough.

Questions 1, 2, 4 & 5:



Question 1 exemplar – text 1



Question 4 exemplar – text 2



AO2

Question 3



Comments from the examiner 2019:
• Successful candidates were able to discuss the text confidently, 

often synthesising points about language and structure within the 
same paragraph and identifying features of language and structure 
across the text. 

• It was clear from these responses that candidates had been carefully 
prepared to discuss a range of features within a text and that they 
were confident in how these features and techniques might be used 
and why they were effective. 

• Less successful responses tended to focus on ‘what’ the writer said 
rather than ‘how’ the writer presented the achievements of the 
students. Some of the weakest responses were simply summaries 
or direct copies of the text.

Question 3:



• There are three exemplars for question 3 in your pack.

• Read them all and decide which is a Level 3, Level 4 
and Level 5.

• In the group chat, pick out a least one example of 
achievement at each level.

Activity: Language and structure



Level 3 achievement:



Level 4 achievement:



Level 5 achievement:



AO2

Question 6



Comments from the examiner 2019:
• Stronger candidates identified a wider range of language and 

structure features and demonstrated lucidly how these contributed to 
the persuasive effect using a sophisticated selection of references.

• These candidates were often able to comment on the writer’s use of 
tone and it was pleasing to see that a few candidates had noticed 
that the language and structure chosen by Dowshen, had been 
carefully chosen to suit a teenage audience. Some also commented 
on the use of imperatives and also the reassuring tone of the final 
two paragraphs.

• As with Question 3, centres need to remind candidates that this 
question asks how the writer achieves his/her effects, and not what 
he/she says.

Question 6:



• There are three exemplars for question 6 in your pack.
• Focus on 6a for this activity.
• In the group chat, talk how the candidate has 

commented structure and addressed the question.
• We will briefly talk through all three exemplars as a 

group after this activity.

Activity: Use of structure and 
focus on the question



Level 4 achievement – 6a:



Level 3 achievement – 6b:



Level 3 achievement – 6e:



AO3

Question 7



• Compare is the command verb of the question, so it is a good 
idea to introduce comparative points right from the start.

• Candidates will be asked to compare ‘how the writers present 
their ideas and perspectives’ so need to consider the authors’ 
viewpoints, attitudes, thoughts and opinions about their subject 
matter.

• Candidates should look for points of both similarity and 
difference, and support what they say  with evidence from 
the texts.

• The indicative content section of the mark schemes for the 
specimen papers give a good idea of the kinds of comments 
that candidates could make.

Question 7 - comparison



Comments from the examiner 2019:
• Better responses identified that the texts dealt with the potential of 

young people (realised in Text One, offered as aspiration in Text 
Two) and the extraordinary outcomes we can see when young 
people stretch themselves.. 

• More successful responses focused on a wide range of writers' 
approaches in conveying ideas and perspectives, embedding 
relevant words and phrases as quotations alongside their own well-
developed opinion.

• Less able candidates either did not compare or made few 
comparative comments. These candidates sometimes gave 
summaries of the texts and concluded their response with a brief 
overview of perhaps one or two similarities which were often content 
based, for example that they are both about after-school activities.

Question 7:



• In the examiner reports and in the mark schemes, it has 
been noted that students need to compare both ideas 
AND perspectives of the author.

• Where most students can pick up on the ideas of the texts, 
it is important that they think about the perspectives.

• Think about what you would include when you are 
teaching perspectives of the writer – look out for tone, 
opinion, point of view, intended reader etc.

Ideas and perspectives



• In your pack are three scripts for the comparison 
question.

• Focus on script 7a which is a full mark script

• In the group chat, think about where and how the 
student has focused on ideas and where they have 
focused on perspectives.

Activity



Level 5 achievement – 7a:



Level 4 achievement – 7b:



Level 4 achievement – 7d:



Session 3: 
Assessment 

and marking 
Section B



Section B
• This section is designed to test the candidates’ ability to use 

relevant information from the unseen extracts used in 
response to Section A and to present it for a given audience 
and purpose. 

• They will be asked to use a recognised form of writing such as 
a speech or talk, a letter, magazine article or website 
contribution. 

• Responses will be assessed on the relevance of the 
information, the sense of audience and purpose and the 
quality and accuracy of expression.

• There will be no choice of questions in Section B.



Question 8 in section B will test 
the following AOs

section question AO

A 8 AO1 (10 marks)
AO4 (12 marks)
AO5 (8 marks)



AO1, AO4 and AO5

Question 8



Section B questions - 2019



Comments from the examiner 2019:
• There was some evidence of planning which was pleasing. The 

most useful plans were relatively short but allowed candidates to 
focus and organise their ideas effectively. Plans should be in the 
answer booklet rather than on an additional sheet. Some 
examiners commented that candidates who planned their 
responses seemed to respond in a more focused manner.

• There were a number of lively, well-written responses to this task. 
Most candidates understood the requirement of the task and 
were able to use the appropriate register for a letter to a local 
newspaper. It was generally felt that most candidates engaged 
with this task and some produced lively and convincing 
responses. The most successful responses had a strong sense 
of audience and purpose and included personal touches and 
rhetorical language to engage the audience.

Question 8:



Activity – Reading and Writing

• In your pack are three scripts for Q8.

• Skim read all three  and use the group chat to 
discuss what mark for each AO you would award 
these scripts.

• We will go through the scripts and discuss the 
marks at the end of the activity.



Script 8a



Script 8c



Script 8e



Session 4: 
Assessment 

and marking 
Section C



Section C
• Students have the opportunity to be personal and creative and 

write in an interesting manner.

• They should aim to write with varied vocabulary and fluency and 
from an individual perspective.

• Choice of three titles.

• Essays may be narrative, descriptive, personal, argumentative 
or discursive.

• There may be opportunities to respond personally and 
imaginatively to the themes presented in the reading texts but 
it is not appropriate to copy from them or to use the key ideas 
from them. 



Questions 9, 10 and 11 in 
section C will test the following 
AOs

section question AO

C 9, 10, 11 AO4 (20 marks)
AO5 (10 marks)



AO4 and AO5

Questions 9, 10, 11



Section C questions



Section C: comments from the 
mark scheme

• No audience is specified: candidates should write for the examiner, and 
any justifiable methods of communication will be rewarded.

• Question 9: Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statement 
and may present a variety of arguments.

• Question 10: Candidates may interpret the title as they wish. They will 
be rewarded for such qualities as a sense of drama, vivid description, 
excitement or suspense.

• Question 11: Candidates should be rewarded for their powers to evoke 
a place, using effective vocabulary (e.g. from the senses or descriptions 
of natural scenes).



Comments from the examiner 2019:
Q9 - Centres need to ensure that candidates who choose this 

option are well prepared in argumentative, discursive and 
rhetorical techniques and are able to develop and sustain their 
ideas effectively.

Q10 - Centres need to ensure candidates have a secure 
understanding of narrative techniques and the ability to develop 
a coherent personal response.

Q11 - Centres need to ensure candidates are aware of the 
techniques they can use in descriptive writing and also ensure 
candidates develop a varied vocabulary which they can use 
appropriately.

Questions 9, 10 and 11:



• In your pack are three scripts – one for each question.

• In the group chat, talk about script 9a which achieved 
full marks and identify examples of Level 5 
performance. 

• We will talk about all three scripts as a whole group 
after this activity.

Activity – marking



Question 9



Question 10



Question 11



Spoken Language optional 
endorsement



Session 5: 
Support and 

resources



We offer a range of free and paid for 
resources for International GCSE 
in English Language B. They have 
been designed to support teachers 
to improve learner outcomes.

Resources



Support overview for International GCSE 
in English Language B

Getting Started 
Guide & 

Scheme of 
Work

Getting Ready 
to Teach Events

Subject 
interpretation of 

transferable 
skills

Subject Advisor Results Plus
Regional 
Support 
Manager

Curriculum 
Matched 

Publishing

Exemplar 
Marked 

Responses
Additional SAMs

Exam Wizard Lesson Plans Topic booklets



Where do I find the resources?

Click on the website here: IGCSE English B

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-language-b-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Access to Scripts (ATS)
Access to Scripts (ATS) is a free online portal which 
allows teachers to immediately access electronically 
marked exam papers

Provides enhanced transparency and 
• Offers transparent approach to marking process
• Provides better understanding of marking before

requests for enquiries about results are made
• Provides excellent aid for teaching and preparing 

other cohorts for examinations by helping you 
to evaluate a student’s performance on particular 
questions in relation to what they have been taught.

Available instantly from results day for all our examination series, for 
a defined window, you can view and download scripts which have 
been marked online free of charge from our Self-Service Portal.

For more information on ATS, and the post results windows,
visit our post-results pages.



● Free online results analysis tool for teachers. 
● Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in 

Pearson Edexcel exams. 
● Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit 

from further learning and inform teaching strategies and 
approaches.

● Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson 
Edexcel schools in your country.

● Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed 
into the system to produce analysis.

● Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson 
Edexcel school.

● ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final 
grades and performance breakdown, wherever they are. 

● Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few 
quick and easy steps: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/Result
sPlus.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Your subject advisor is Clare Haviland
Phone: +44 (0)20 70102183
Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

English Forum The English forum is a discussion platform for English 
teachers. It highlights useful documents and allows teachers to share 
information directly.

Contact your dedicated Subject 
Advisor

http://community.edexcel.com/english/f/12.aspx


Other useful links
1.Grade Boundaries
This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for all UK 
and international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which is available 
for download with other documents.

2.Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates sitting 
Pearson Edexcel examinations.

3.Progress to University

Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress to universities 
worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.

4. Access to scripts

Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to scripts 
portal. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/main/HomePage.aspx


Any questions?



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms

We value your 
feedback!
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